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mention as one of his more important results that "Weber's law holds approxi- 
mately for weights greater than ioo to 500 grammes, while for low intensities the 
probable error increases much more slowly than the stimulus." fj. 

The Diseases of Personality. By Th. Ribot, Professor of Comparative and Ex- 
perimental Psychology in the College de France. Authorised Translation. 
Second Revised Edition. Chicago : The Open Court Publishing Co. 1895. 
Pages, 163. Price, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 25 cents. 
The translation of this edition has been carefully revised throughout and em - 
bodies all the additions and corrections of the latest French edition, besides the 
rectification of a number of important errors heretofore overlooked. The references 
and footnotes have been re verified where possible, and the English citations given 
in the words of the originals. A complete analytical index, the lack of which so 
impairs the usefulness of most French and German works, will greatly enhance the 
value of the book both for purposes of reference and of study. It is to be remarked 
that the method and points of view of the work are substantially what they were in 
the first edition ; for it is Professor Ribot's opinion — and this is important — that 
although the new researches in provoked alterations of personality, e. g. hypnotism, 
possess much significance, yet the spontaneous alterations, which form the main 
material of his book, still furnish the solidest data for the study of the morbid mani- 
festations of personality. *. 

Die Lokalisationstheorie angewendet acf psychologische Probleme. Bei- 
spiel : Warum sind wir zerstreut ? By Georg Hirth. Munich : G. Hirth's 
Verlag. 
Die Mehrheit geistiger Personlichkeiten in einem Individuum. By Dr. S. 
Landmann. Stuttgart : Ferdinand Enke. 
The author of the attractive little work first mentioned here is an association- 
ist and seeks to show how the normal ego-consciousness is formed by co-operation 
of the separate centres of the cerebral cortex, while under the influence of sense- 
perceptions. But since the different fields of the cortex (the author calls them 
Merksysteme, or memory-groups) are not equally powerful, they do not always 
furnish their quota to the ego-consciousness ; it may happen, in fact, that the ego- 
consciousness resides only in one memory-group. As we see, the author skirts 
very closely here Charcot's doctrine of types. Frequently, owing to unusual en- 
dowment, or owing to occasional change of circumstances, no perceptive system at 
all is aroused into activity ; the conscious condition is then in itself the basis of 
absent-mindedness. 

Strongly noticeable as Meynert's influence is in Hirth, it is still more so in 
Landmann's book. Like Meynert, Landmann also emphasises the two-fold activity 
of mind — viz.: its conscious and its unconscious, or better, subconscious, activity. 
The latter is the original activity and has its seat in the sub-cortical centres of the 
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cerebral trunk ; while the first has its organ in the cerebral cortex, where it trans- 
forms the sense-perceptions, feelings, and emotional impulses originating in the sub- 
cortical centres into conscious images and applies them to its further uses. In deep 
sleep, and in hypnosis, the author says, the whole cerebral cortex is unable to per- 
form its functions ; consequently the ego sleeps and only single sub-cortical cen- 
tres are active. Man, however, has no knowledge of this activity and no subsequent 
memory of it. When the cerebral cortex is performing its functions, ego-conscious- 
ness exists. But the function may be associated at different times with different 
isolated portions of the cortex, so as not to be always the same. According as this 
or that part of the cortex is awake, this or that ego is present. Such, in fact, is the 
case in many morbid conditions. To-day, for example, the diseased subject is a 
Frenchman who does not know German. To-morrow he is a German and learns 
French with difficulty. The author adduces many instances of this kind and en- 
deavors to explain them by his theories. C. Ufer. 

Psychologie du Militaire Professionnel. By A. Hamon. Paris : Bureaux de 
la revue socialiste, 10 rue Chabanais. 1894. Price, fr. 3.50. Pages, 216. 
The title of this work is slightly a misnomer. The book is not a psychology of 
the professional soldier, but a collection and exploitation of facts going to show 
that the armies of the great military nations of Europe are sinks of vice and crime. 
It is in line with the work of the new peace-leagues which finds one of its ablest 
exponents in Baroness Suttner. The book is in its fifth thousand, and is dedicated 
to Dr. A. Corre, from whom we have also received a pamphlet, entitled " Mili- 
tarisme," devoted to the exposition of the same subject. M. 

The Gain of Life, and Other Essays. By William Chatterton Coupland, D.Sc, 
M. A. London : T. Fisher Unwin. 1890. Pp. 285. Price, 6s. 

Mr. Coupland's work is so well known that a critical notice of it now may ap- 
pear belated. We shall therefore merely say, for the benefit of our American readers 
to whose notice the book may not yet have come, that Mr. Coupland, who is the 
translator of Von Hartmann, and the author of The Spirit of Goethe's Faust, 
has here thrown together in a popular form, marked by high literary and exegetical 
qualities, his thoughts on the problems of Optimism and Pessimism. The title of 
the book reminds us of Diihring's Der Werth des Lebens, though our author's 
conclusions are perhaps not so positive as Diihring's. It is well to see the idea of 
consciousness as pain emphasised. As to the scientific importance of the spiritistic 
movement, we differ from the author ; but this is beside the question. The main 
weight of Mr. Coupland's argument is for progress ; so that his predilection for 
pessimism may be overlooked. Appended to "The Gain of Life " are five discon- 
nected essays entitled : "The Value of Speculative Hypotheses," "Henry Thomas 
Buckle," " Creation and Criticism," " Laon and Cythna," "An Evolution Rhap- 
sody." M. 



